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"Amazing! Fantastic! 

 

Ter

 

rific!" say the AFADU 

 

Adventurers

   

These are just some of the words 

 

used to describe the AFADU 

 

team's recent journey to Africa. 

 

The team, made up of both 

 

veterans and first timers, 

 

continued AFADU s commitment 

 

to resource and teach self

 

-

 

sufficiency to the r

 

esilient people 

 

of Zimbabwe. 

   

All funds go to support children, 

 

their carers and the communities 

 

in which they live.

   

All Premises, printing, media, 

 

legal, transport etc is done for free 

 

by sponsors so that that there are 

 

no administrative costs and all th

 

e 

 

goods and funds received go 

 

directly to the children and 

 

community development projects 

 

that AFADU supports.

         

ACN: 107 632 904

   

GIVE A HAND UP, NOT A HAND OUT TO CONGOLESE WOMEN

 

Lucy Hobgood Brown, a director of 
AFADU, returned to her childhood 
home in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo for an 800 kilometre Congo 
canoe challenge! 
In April, Lucy --

 

along with a handful 
of international volunteers --

 

braved 
three mighty river tributaries that 
link the villages of Mbandaka and 
Lotumbe, located about 400 
kilometres apart in the Equatorial 
Province of Congo. 
Lotumbe is a village of about 80,000 
people and sits on the banks of the 
Momboyo River.  There is no written 
record of how long this village has 
existed, but since 1910 --

 

after the 
arrival of the American church, 
Disciples of Christ, made it one of 
their principal settlement stations 
and located several missionaries 
there --

 

a church, a school and a 
hospital have been founded and 
opened.  Lucy s father was born 
there in 1928. 

 

Lucy and her group travelled in a 
dugout canoe carved from a giant 
tree. Canoes are the only method of 
transport used by people living 
along the riverbanks of this Central 
African country. 

 

Villagers from surrounding 
settlements bring their fish, fresh or 
smoked game, manioc and other 
products to sell at the Lotumbe 
Market.  Many Lotumbe residents 
not employed by the church, school 
or hospital make their living by 
gathering palm nuts, thatch roofing, 
logs, etc, which are then taken 
down river to larger markets.  

The 800 kilometre Congo Canoe 
Challenge was a self-financed 
endeavour and the group 
documented each step of their 
journey and the efforts of the 
women with whom they are 
working.

 

A photo essay of their canoe 
challenge is available on the 
AFADU website, as well as a link to 
Lucy s adventure-filled report. 

To get involved in AFADU s Congo 
projects, contact Lucy on hobgood-
brown@msn.com.au. Or to give a 
donation that will seed small 
businesses and training programs in 
the Equatorial please send your 
cheque payable to: 

Aid for Africa Down Under 
(AFADU), PO Box 3023, Redfern 
NSW 2016 and include the form on 
page 5

 

to ensure that you receive 
proper thanks and documentation 
OR you may make a direct bank 
deposit to AFADU, Westpac 
Lindfield branch, BSB 032086, 
Account No. 176715

 

(indicate 
Congo).  

 


