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MEDICINES WORK AFRICAN MAGIC

Zimbabwe Field Trip 2006. "In July 2006 the pharmaceutical supplies form the Central
Pharmacy in Harare had all but dried up and after regularly doing rounds with Dr William
Makore, the resident doctor of the Chikombedzi Mission Hospital, seeing him write basic
prescriptions for his patients and then witnessing his frustration because the hospital
pharmacy had no stock was heart breaking." Says Pam Harrison, local Darwin registered
nurse (second field trip, 2006).

Upon her return home, Pam, together with a team of Darwin residents and corporate
sponsors decided to hold a fund raiser that would raise enough money to purchase,
through OPAL (Overseas Pharmaceutical Aid for Life), much needed medicines and
medical supplies for the Chikombedzi Mission Hospital.

On 24 May 2007 Pam booked a night at the Deckchair Theatre in Darwin. With support
from the Northern Territory branch of the Australian/African Friendship Association, a
lively African drumming band, "Faa Muziq", played away while sumptuous African dishes
for sale were provided by the women of the Association. Julie Routledge, AFADU's
founder, gave a brief presentation on the work AFADU does, and the invited principal of
OPAL, Ellie Hamilton , attended from Adelaide to talk about the humanitarian work done
by OPAL. Hundreds showed up in support and that evening they enjoyed a South-African
themed film entitled "Tsotsi", a 2006 Academy Award winning film. It was a sold out event!

Due to the generosity of Airnorth +a major sponsor of the event tand items auctioned
off, contributed by the Moorish Café, Smartyard, the 5 star Observatory Hotel in Sydney,
Curves Gym, Capers Bed & Breakfast, Sky City Darwin Casino Lawns' "A Night at the
Opera", and electrical goods from Murray Oakley Electrical, and auctioned off by Clint
Dixon of Ray White Realty, who ran the auction, not to mention the benevolence of the
Darwin crowd, close to $5,000 was raised from raffle and auction sales bringing total
raised for the night at $15,000. Well done Pam and the Darwin community +t FRXOGQ T
done it without you!!!
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